Sustainable Living Coalition and Southeast Iowa Food Hub Achievements October 2017 through
September 2018
The last twelve months have been the most productive and consequential in the history of the SLC with the
near completion of the Eco Barn Event and Education Center, and the establishment of the Eco Barn and SLC
programming as a recognized and valued amenity for the Fairfield Community.
Fairfield Mayor Ed Malloy shared his thoughts about the value of the SLC has brought to Fairfield.

One of the signature achievements of the SLC, brought to Fairfield through the SLC/Southeast Iowa Food Hub,
is Boot Camp for a Town, scheduled for the first quarter of 2019. Boot Camp will involve political, economic
development, and business leaders in a planning process for furthering a robust food manufacturing and
specialty agriculture production sector for Fairfield. This first of its kind initiative is supported by Food Finance
Institute at University of Wisconsin Extension, and the Wallace Center at Winrock, the largest foundation
supporting regenerative agriculture in the U.S.. Those two organizations are covering the fee for our facilitator,
Tera Johnson, founder of Food Finance Institute and recently appointed as one of eight new economic
development fellows at the Wallace Center.
The Southeast Iowa Food Hub (SEIFH), a project of the SLC, is now participating in a $330,000 USDA grant
awarded to SEIFH over 3 years with other food hubs in Iowa, with a payout of roughly $10,000 per year to food
hubs. SEIFH Executive Director, Barb Stone, has been instrumental over the past four years in a leadership
position in coordinating and making a coherent force, all the Iowa Food Hubs.

This past spring we hosted the Food Hub managers, during which more than 10 of our local food
manufacturers and farmers, like Francis Thicke and Denyce and Eric Rusch of Breadtopia, pitched the
managers and developed new business, connecting local foodpreneurs to markets statewide.

Additionally 10 food business owners participated in a food finance boot camp the SEIFH co-hosted with FEDA
and the Food Finance Institute from Madison WI. Farm to School and a school garden project is underway in
the Fairfield Public School district for 2019.
We also just finished one of the most consequential Pot Luck and Community Discussions of the year with our
Farmer's Appreciation Event. This event created a wave of goodwill and interest in the SLC and SEIFH, and
moved the needle in our facilitative role with local organic and regenerative producers.

Every month since October 2017, we have hosted a Pot Luck and Community Discussion, featuring local,
regional and national speakers on many facets of community sustainability, including regenerative agriculture,
local food systems, nutrition and hunger, permaculture, climate change and adaption, renewable energy and
more. Each event includes music by local performers, community good news, and the main speaker.
Audiences have ranged from 30-80 and the reception by the community has been very positive

We hosted the first Annual Earth Day at the Eco Barn with over 200 attending workshops, quilt square painting
for Quilts for Peace, lectures on butterfly habitat, a nutrient dense food gardening workshop, children’s games
and more.

We are now fiscal sponsor for Sustainable Roots Children's Ranch, collecting and disbursing donated funds to
that organization.

We are also currently donating space for a domestic violence advocacy training program sponsored through
staff from the Ottumwa Crisis Center.
A local square dance group is renting the Eco Barn on Saturday mornings. We have established a $50 half
day/ $100 full day facility rental rate. For select non-profit programs like the domestic violence training, we are
donating our space.
We have also built the water and power infrastructure for a tiny house that is now sited behind the Eco Barn,
occupied by Jill Weber, the full-time teacher at Singing Cedars Waldorf School. As her contribution in lieu of
cash rent, Jill will be taking responsibility for some gardening and grounds maintenance, as well as creating a
constant presence on the property.
A Ryobi electric riding lawnmower has been donated so we are now maintaining the lawn emissions-free
A full sound system with high quality speaker, microphones and mixing board was installed, paid for by a grant
from a SLC board member.
Al Gabis, founder of the Fairfield Dahlia Project has agreed to plant and maintain dahlias on the grounds each
season. They are a beautiful amenity for our grounds.

The Daisy Girl Scouts and Brownie Troop 2654 garden, just south of the Eco Barn had a highly successful first
season, with plans to continue next year.

We have received a $2000 grant from the Greater Jefferson County Foundation for purchase of an advanced,
non-toxic lithium Iron battery for our solar power system, which will be repurposed to power our water heater,
the pump in the cistern, and various outlets in the building. For reliability of power, and because a full grid
intertie system using our panels would cost at least $10,000, we've opted for a more limited, but very visible
use of our panels, with the grid providing base power needs.
We've installed a $4800 advanced water purification system in the new pump house, delivering delicious,
completely purified rain water to the Eco Barn from the 2500 gallon cistern filled by capturing all rain water
falling on the standing seam roof.

The building is serviced with high speed WIFI through HughesNet Satellite service with the monthly charge
donated by a board member.

A 40,000 BTU, high efficiency wood pellet stove was installed which is adequate for heating the building
comfortably in the coldest weather.

Lin Mullenneaux, our natural plastering artisan and so much more, along with a cadre of volunteers, has
finished re-plastering the interior and exterior of both the Eco Barn and the Eco Nest.

Hap Mullenneaux gave hundreds hours of volunteer time to expertly remake the interior of the building with a
new bathroom, staircase, lathe finish to canvas ceiling, new kitchen and much more. The SLC will be forever
grateful for Hap and Lin’s remarkable devotion, skill, and generosity.

What is yet to be completed:
• Purchase of the Lithium Iron batter ($700) in addition to the $2000 grant
• Integrating battery, current inverter and solar panel with water heater, cistern pump and various outlets

in the building
• Finishing the south porch with an east solarium, central utility room housing battery, inverter, other

equipment and storage, and finishing the west side of the porch with a second ADA compliant
bathroom and another solarium
• Finish plumbing and tile shower interior bathroom
• Finish pump house
• Zoom room videoconferencing equipment
These projects will result in a fully functional building that is already becoming increasingly popular as an event
center as well as a center for education and inspiration around things sustainable, with our prime emphasis on
food, farming and soil health. We estimate $20,000 will be enough to complete the projects and move us to the
next level of service to the community. In this short message Mayor Malloy encourages our community rise to the
challenge of helping us complete this valuable community asset.

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Ferguson
Executive Director
October 7, 2018

